
Heartbeat • 3

Heartbeat
INDIAN HILLS COMMUNITY CHURCH April 3, 2016

Treasure God’s Word
We live in an age where we 

have easy access to God’s Word. 
It’s on the internet, it’s available 
on CD, and we can download it to 
our iPod, iPad and iPhone. Even 
Sound Words has an app for read-
ing through the Bible in a year.

We can listen to the Scriptures 
while we’re doing other things . . . 
like driving across town. There’s 
really no excuse for not being in 
the Bible.

But, it’s more than just reading 
the Bible . . . it must be applied to 
our lives. It must be mulled over, 
buried deep in our hearts and trea-
sured. “Thy word I have treasured 
in my heart, that I may not sin 
against Thee” (Psalm 119:11).

Only then will God’s Word 
become a part of us. Only then 
will we be amazed to see how God 
uses His Word in our lives.

Ministry of Prayer
Your prayers serve as the 

backbone of this ministry. Many 
have shared how you regularly 
pray for the Lord’s work through 
this local church and we are 
thankful for your ministry of 
intercession. 

While we enjoy many bless-
ings from the Lord, we must not 
forget that we are in a battle. The 
call to duty has been sent out and 
reinforcements are needed on the 
front line.

If you have retired from active 
prayer duty, we urge you to reen-
list. Put on your spiritual armor 
and report to the all-mighty, all-
powerful God. Prayer warriors are 
needed to lift up the ministry, pas-
tors, staff, Sunday school teachers, 
Awana leaders, the brethren, etc.

As God’s soldiers, each of us 
must dedicate ourselves to cease-
less intercession. The Holy Spirit 
will remind us of prayer items and 
guide us as we commune with the 
Father.

Prayer is hindered when we 
haven’t been faithful, but God is 
quick to forgive His children, and 
when we come to Him with a peni-
tent heart, intimacy is restored.

May our heavenly Father guide 
each of us in our commitment 
to pray without ceasing. Surely 
we will be amazed at the peace 
we experience, and humbled to 
see God’s hand at work, in and 
through us.

Have a good week!
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INDIAN HILLS COMMUNITY CHURCH | 1000 SOUTH 84TH ST. | LINCOLN, NE

PLEASE BRING A SALAD OR DESSERT TO SHARE.....................
FREE NURSERY THROUGH KINDERGARTEN

INTERPRETED FOR THE DEAF

SPEAKER

Tami Coffin
SPECIAL FEATURE

Barb Nichols
Paper Flower Demonstration

SEEDS OF TRUTH
Tuesday, April 12

6:30PM
.....................
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The Believer’s Sphere of Influence
by Gil Rugh

As believers in Jesus Christ, 
we are called to be “children of 
God above reproach in the midst of 
a crooked and perverse generation” 
(Phil. 2:15). We are to be free from 
blame, adulteration and blemish, 
and yet we are not to withdraw 
from the world. We can be tempted 
to want to pull back from those 
around us to preserve our “purity.” 
However, that is not the way God 
intended us to live.

We may have moments when 
we would like to “live on an 
island.” We think about how nice 
it would be to withdraw from the 
world and just be around other 
believers. After all, we are most 
comfortable around fellow believ-
ers and most of our social activities 
take place with our dear friends in 
the Lord.

We feel that if we did not have 
to spend so much time with unbe-
lievers, such as at work, we could 
really get it together spiritually. We 
complain about their language, sto-
ries and music, and grumble about 
their twisted thinking and lack of 
scruples. We wonder how much 
longer we can bear to co-exist with 
them.

However, God put us right in 
the middle of these unbelievers 
because that is where we belong!

How are we to be blame-
less, unadulterated and free from 

blemish in a worldly environment? 
Only by the work of God in us. 
By drawing upon His power we 
will face each situation with His 
strength. It is God’s intention that 
His people be a testimony for Him 
in the world! 

This was the focus of Je-
sus’ high-priestly prayer for His 
disciples the night before He was 
crucified. He prayed, “I do not ask 
You to take them out of the world, 
but to keep them from the evil 
one” (John 17:15).

Christ did not ask that we be 
removed from the world, but rather 
that we be preserved in it and kept 
from the power of Satan. Con-
tinuing in His prayer, Christ said, 
“They are not of the world, even 
as I am not of the world. Sanctify 
them in the truth; Your word is 
truth” (vv. 16, 17). The key for our 
purity, preservation and sanctifica-
tion is the Word of God. “As You 
sent Me into the world, I also have 
sent them into the world” (v. 18). 
Notice the pattern: the believer is 
sanctified and then sent into the 
world—into the midst of a genera-
tion that is crooked and perverse.

We should be honored to serve 
God wherever He has placed us. 
He has a purpose for us being 
there and He has given us every-
thing we need to serve Him—to be 
a light to those who are perishing.
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Enjoy Breakfast With the Guys
Eggs • Pancakes • Bacon • Sausage • Juice • Coffee

Saturday, April 23
Aaron Nicholson, Speaker

Family Center
8–10 a.m.
Cost: $3

Men’s
Breakfast

Guests Eat
for Free!

All men (high school
age and older) welcome
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Jesse Jones was baptized March 
20, 2016.

“I grew up in a Christian home 
where godly values were highly 
regarded. My siblings and I were 
homeschooled and the family 
discussed the Gospel throughout 
the years.

“But it wasn’t until I was being 
taught the Book of Revelation and 
I watched the movie “Left Behind” 

God’s Intention for the Mosaic Law
When we think of God, we think of His great 

love. And yet, there is another aspect of God’s 
character that is just as great—His holiness.

Join Pastor Gil Rugh as he considers the ques-
tion, “What part does the Mosaic Law play in the 
Church today?”

God’s Intention for the Mosaic Law is free and 
available in the lobby book racks.

that I had a true conviction of my 
sins.  I was around 11 or 12.  The 
thought of living during the Tribu-
lation and being left behind to 
suffer God’s wrath put a true fear 
of the Lord in me.

“So I decided to pray the 
“prayer” one last time. I asked God 
to forgive me of my sins and come 
into my life. I finally had a true, 
genuine change that was evident 
inside and out.

“My mother started notic-
ing that her “strong willed” child 
started to obey and do as he was 
told. I started to want to do things 
that would please God rather than 
please myself. From then on I have 
strived to become a godly man by 
studying and memorizing scripture 
and being a good witness to those 
around me.  

“My wife (Sarah Jones) and I 
have just moved back to Lincoln 
and we hope to get more involved 
in church life and ministry.
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Sarah Jones was baptized March 
20, 2016. 

“I grew up in a Christian 
home and my parents took me to 
church every Sunday. I rejected all 
that I was taught and just tried to 

pretend like I was saved.
“In eighth grade, I stumbled 

greatly and was suspended from 
school for a short time. When 
everyone turned from me and 
rejected me I turned to the God I 
was trying to hide from. I realized 
my sin and sinfulness and asked 
God to cleanse me of my sin that I 
clung to for far too long.

“I saw the change in my life by 
the way I acted.  I didn’t want to 
act good to reap the benefits here 
on earth, but I wanted to please my 
Savior who had done so much for 
me.

“Sadly my fire for God cooled 
over my high school years. I didn’t 
realize how low my fire was till 
I went to college, in Kansas City.  
I had many struggles and trials 
through the years and one life- 
changing event that humbled me.  
Through the struggles & trials the 
Lord refined me and grew me and 
after several days of prayer I had a 
renewed outlook on how I wanted 
to live my life for Jesus.

“I moved back to Lincoln and 
got married.

“I am currently serving in 
child care at church and hope to 
get more involved in the ministry. 

“I want to move forward in my 
life for Him and work everyday at 
what more I can do for Him and 
His children.”
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The next baptism service 
will be held Sunday evening, 
April 24. If you are a believer 
in Jesus Christ and have not 
yet been identified with Him 
through water baptism, pick 
up a copy of Baptism: Truth or 
Tradition and call the church to 
make a baptism appointment.

Gigi Lange was baptized March 
20, 2016.

“I am from a Catholic and 
Lutheran family. We are sinful 
people. I had a very selfish worldly 
attitude and had been doing many 
worldly and sinful things.” 

“Through the ministry of some 
people here at IHCC and being in-
volved in Bible study, I have come 
to learn and believe that sinners 
are saved by grace alone and that 
God wants us to know Him and be 
with Him forever.

“Jesus died to pay for my sins 
and I trust in His death alone for 
my forgiveness of sins. Salvation 
through grace is the most wonder-
ful gift. I became a born-again 
Christian on January 3, 2016. 

“I now have a desire to obey 
Christ and to live my life accord-
ing to His Word to please Him.  I 
want to be all I can be for Him.  I 
enjoy time in song, Scripture read-

ing, and prayer. I have a desire to 
share the gospel with others.

“The things I thought would 
satisfy me were in the world and 
they mean nothing to me now.  
This world is not my home!  I’m 
just passing through.”

Church Leadership
Board of Elders
Gil Rugh, Chairman
Jeff Horn
Rob Jensen
Larry Riekenberg
Rob Schmidt
Mike Shrader
Randy Sperling
Greg Thomas

Pastoral Staff
Gil Rugh, Senior Pastor
Duane Nelsen, Associate Pastor
Donald Goertzen
Eddie Masters, Pastor Emeritus
Aaron Nicholson

Support Staff
Kathleen Anderson
Twila Beck
Phil Boehr 
Gale Engle
John Scholle
Kevin Wheat
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Family News 
Death. Tim Gustafson, husband of 
Gloria, died March 24, 2016.

Children’s Studies
Sunday School. The children stud-
ied the Resurrection, part 3.
Children’s Church. The chil-
dren studied Daniel chapter 5 
and learned about God judging 
Belshazzar for his pride. The 
lesson goal is that students will 
respond to God’s warning before 
they are judged.

Information
Promotion Sunday. All students 
(K through high school) are pro-
moted to the next grade on Sunday, 
June 5.
VBS Workers meeting will be 
held Sunday, April 10 at 4:30 p.m. 
in the chapel. Everyone involved 
with this year’s VBS should at-
tend.
Senior Recognition & Banquet 
for our high school seniors will be 
held Sunday, May 1.
Dessert Social sponsored by 
Boys of Faith will be held Sunday 
evening, April 10, immediately fol-
lowing Sunday Night Church. Cost 
is $3 / person or $10 / family.
Parents of Incoming Freshmen. 
A short meeting for parents of 
incoming freshmen will be held 
Sunday, April 24, immediately 

following the morning worship 
service. Meet in the high school 
room.
Issues in Our Contemporary 
World. Join Donald Goertzen for 
a pictorial study of the Holy Land, 
including its geographical and his-
torical sites on Wednesdays from 
7–8 p.m. in room 1414. Everyone is 
welcome.
Sonshine Kids will be singing on 
the evening of April 17. If your 
child (age 4-K) will be singing that 
evening, please be sure they join 
us for our remaining rehearsals 
on Sunday evenings at 6:30 in the 
Sonshine Kids room.
Door-to-Door Evangelism meets 
Monday at 6:15 p.m. Meet at 
IHCC.
Titus Tuesday. Ladies, please 
join us Tuesday, April 5 at 9:30 
a.m. (arrive at 9:15 a.m. to pick 
up brunch items and settle in) as 
Jackie Southwick teaches “Wis-
dom Prepares for the Future” with 
discussion to follow. Lois O’Neal/
Cory Johnson will teach a second 
hour class, “Sewing for Baby.” 
Child care and a home school class 
provided.
Coats, Scarves, & Mittens. Check 
the southwest lobby for winter gear 
you may have left at the church. 
Any clothing that has not been 
claimed by April 3 will be going in 
the April Clothing Outlet.
Remember the date: Branson trip 
will be November 8–11. Come and 
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have a great time with us. More 
information to follow.
Teacher Needed for a short gospel 
lesson one Sunday each month at 
The Waterford (Alzheimer’s Unit) 
on South 27th Street. A musician/
singer is also needed. If you can 
spare one hour a month, contact 
Tom Price at 402-792-9331.
Several workers are needed to 
care for children in the beginning 
walker’s room during the second 
hour on Sunday mornings. Please 
contact Jennifer Lenzen at 402-
435-0877 if you are interested in 
serving in this way.
Hospitalizations. Please call the 
church, 402-483-4541, and notify 
Pastor Aaron Nicholson for all hos-
pitalizations and births.
Home Bible Studies. If you are 
looking for a Home Bible Study, or 
are interested in hosting a study in 
your home, contact Matt Sherman 
at 402-465-8030.
Weddings & Funerals. Please call 
the church, 402-483-4541, and ask 
for Pastor Duane Nelsen or Pastor 
Aaron Nicholson for wedding and 
funeral arrangements.
Used Book section is available at 
Sound Words. You may contribute 
to or make purchases of discount-
ed and hard-to-find books. Our 
shelves are growing and the stock 
is constantly changing in both the 
fiction and non-fiction categories.
Welcome Bags are available for 
first time visitors. If you brought 

a visitor today, be sure to visit the 
information center with them so 
they will receive their Welcome 
Bag.
Worship Service Online. If you 
are unable to attend church on 
Sunday and would like to worship 
with us through the internet, log 
on to www.ihcc.org and click on 
Resources at the top of the page. 
Then, click on Live Stream. The 
services start at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Girls’ Choir (fourth–twelfth 
grade) meets Wednesday from 
5-6:15 p.m. in the choir room.
Nursing Home Door-to-Door 
Evangelism. If you’d like to help, 
call Adam Flaugh, 402-580-3014.
Weather Alert. If you are wonder-
ing if the church will be open or 
closed due to the weather, check 
www.ihcc.org.
Learning New Songs. Would you 
like to learn the upcoming songs 
we sing each Sunday during the 
week? Visit our church Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/Indian-
HillsCommunityChurch) and see 
the corresponding post or write 
these links down and visit these 
pages each week. On each page, 
click on the “Youtube” button to 
hear the song.
Sunday Morning Services Page:  
tiny.cc/sundayam
Sunday Evening Services Page:  
tiny.cc/sundaypm
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This Week’s Events
Sunday

Sunday Night Church
Girls of Grace, Boys of Faith 6 p.m.

Sonshine Kids 6:30 p.m.

Monday
Door-to-Door Evangelism 6:15 p.m.

Sisters 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday
Titus Tuesday 9:30–11 a.m.
Mansion Builders 7–9 p.m.

Wednesday
Girls’ Choir 5–6:15 p.m.
Orchestra 6–7:30 p.m.

Awana 6:45 p.m.
Junior High 6:45 p.m.

Issues in Our Contemporary World
Choir 7–8:30 p.m.

Mansion Builders 7–9 p.m.

Thursday
 Alpha Omega Study 7 p.m.

Future Events
April 10

VBS Workers Meeting 4:30 p.m.
Boys of Faith Dessert Social

April 12
Titus Tuesday InterMission 
(Brunch Break) 6:30 p.m.

April 15, 16
AO Spring Retreat

April 17
Sonshine Kids Sing

April 23
Men’s Breakfast

April 24
Parents of Incoming Freshmen 

Meeting 11:35 a.m.
Congregational Meeting 5 p.m.

Baptism

April 29, 30, May 1
Boys of Faith Spring Campout

May 1
Senior Recognition/Banquet

May 13
Christian Businessman’s Lunch

Junior High Banquet

May 26–29
Girls of Grace Camp

June 5
Promotion Sunday

June 13–18
Senior High Camp

July 11–15
Vacation Bible School

August 6–9
Boys of Faith Camp

August 10–13
Junior High Camp

November 8–11
Branson Trip


